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[See POLICY ALERT No. 221] 

 

1648.03  RESTART AND RECOVERY PLAN – FULL-TIME  

REMOTE INSTRUCTION 

 

On June 26, 2020, the New Jersey Department of Education published “The 

Road Back - Restart and Recovery Plan for Education” (NJDOE Guidance), 

a guidance document for reopening New Jersey schools during the COVID-

19 pandemic.  The Guidance, including revisions, provided school officials 

with the information necessary to ensure that schools reopen safely and are 

prepared to accommodate staff and students’ unique needs during these 

unprecedented times.  The NJDOE Guidance required school districts to 

develop, in collaboration with community stakeholders, a “Restart and 

Recovery Plan” (Plan) to reopen schools that best fit the district’s local 

needs.   

 

The NJDOE Guidance requires the Board of Education to adopt certain 

policies and the Board previously adopted Policies 1648 and 1648.02 to 

address these policy requirements.  Board policies related to Covid-19 shall 

only be effective through the current COVID-19 pandemic and will take 

precedence over any existing Policy on the same or similar subject, unless 

determined otherwise by the Superintendent.     

 

On August 13, 2020, the Governor of New Jersey signed Executive Order 175 

indicating public school districts shall resume partial or full-time in-person 

instruction during the fall of school year 2020-2021.  However, Executive 

Order 175 also indicates public school districts that are or become unable to 

satisfy the health and safety requirements for in-person instruction 

delineated in the NJDOE’s “Checklist for Re-Opening of School 2020-2021” 

and detailed in the “The Road Back - Restart and Recovery Plan for 

Education” Guidance, may provide full-time remote instruction to all 

students pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:7F-9.   

 

Public school districts that determine they cannot provide in-person 

instruction must submit documentation to the Department of Education that 

identifies: 
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1. The school building(s) or grade level(s) within the district that 

will provide full-time remote instruction; 

 

2. The specific health and safety standards delineated in the 

NJDOE’s “Checklist for Re-Opening of School 2020-2021,” 

and detailed in the “The Road Back - Restart and Recovery 

Plan for Education” Guidance, that the school is unable to 

satisfy; 

 

3. The school’s anticipated efforts to satisfy the identified health 

and safety standard(s); and 

 

4. A date by which the school anticipates the resumption of in-

person instruction. 

 

Such documentation must be submitted to the Department of Education at 

minimum one week prior to the public school district’s first day of school. 

 

The NJDOE, by way of the Executive County Superintendent, shall request 

periodic updates from the Superintendent of Schools of a public school 

district offering only remote instruction to demonstrate the school district is 

actively engaged in good-faith efforts toward the resumption of in-person 

instruction. 

 

All instruction, whether in-person instruction or remote instruction, for the    

2020-2021 year, shall adhere to the following requirements, and any other 

requirements imposed by Order, statute, or regulation: 

 

1. A school day, whether in-person or remote must consist of at 

least four (4) hours of active instruction to students by an 

appropriately certified teacher, except that one continuous 

session of two and one-half hours may be considered a full day 

in Kindergarten, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:32-8.3. 

 

2. District and school policies for attendance and instructional 

contact time will need to accommodate opportunities for both 

synchronous and asynchronous instruction, while ensuring the  
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requirements for a 180-day school year are met pursuant to 

N.J.S.A. 18A:7F-9. 

 

3. All instructional time shall be provided in accordance with the 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards (NJSLS). 

 

All public school districts participating in the National School Lunch and 

Breakfast Programs, regardless of whether they are required to participate 

or voluntarily opt-in to the programs, must offer the required meals to all 

children, regardless of eligibility, when the school day involves at least four 

hours of         in-person or remote instruction. 

 

For the 2020-2021 school year, the use of student growth data based on 

standardized assessment or student growth percentile shall be waived and 

shall not be used as a measure of educator effectiveness in the overall 

evaluation of any educator in accordance with N.J.S.A. 18A:6-123(b)(2) and 

(4). 

 

Paragraph 8 of Executive Order No. 107 (2020), which prohibits in-person 

dining at certain establishments that are open to the public, shall not apply to 

school district cafeterias provided that social distancing can be maintained 

and access is limited to staff and students and not available to the general 

public.  Such cafeterias must adhere to infection control practices outlined 

for dining in the applicable reopening documents issued by the Department 

of Education. 

 

 

Executive Order 175 – August 13, 2020 

 

 

2nd Reading: 19 November 2020 

 

 

 

Adopted: 

 


